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Continuation of side 1, 1in-
terview with Agnes Holm, Mrs.

Tape #756 Holm talks apbout her educational
NAVAJO : packground from grade school
Agnes Holm & Regis Clauschoe through college, and states
Decemwver 4, 1970 some opinions on education.
Interviewer - Kathy Harvey Regis talks avpout his educa~-

Side 2 tion, work experiences and
current projects.

Q. llow could you go ahead and tell me avout the Zuni?

A. Yeah, I think one of the reasons that this happened..ees.
well I think that college is now eazsier.....you can dress
any old way, you know, in those d=ys people dressed so
nice and in those days, you didn't have nice clothes, like
everybody else did and you didn't have all kinds of money
to spend, all of this, and 2ll of this worked to where
you couldn't ever get your studying done, simply because
you were wraped up inside, and I finally met this Zuni
gﬁy, a very self confident guy. People liked him for
what he was. He had friends, both Indians and Anglos,
you know.....and he wasn't particularly spectacular, and
he somehow worked with me to get me to realize that being

Indian doesn't make you inferior =and I really don't know

how he worked it.ecesss

Q. How long did it take him?

A. It must have taken several weeks...months mayoe..;but any-
way 21l of a sudden, I really didn't care anymore what
people thought, and when I got this way, I began to pick

up in my studying and I was so surprised, I made friends
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very easily, everything 1 worked so hard for pefore, peing
80 uptight, you know, it didn't come that easy, and when

I quit worrying avoout 1t, and thought, well, they'll have
to teke me as 1 am and I am not going to worry avout 1t, and
things seemed to pe easier, my studying got to pe easier,
you know cause I could then read and get something out

of the lectures, get something out of just doing things in
college, and 1 pegan to make friends quite, easily, 1 mean
1 didn't go out to make frlends,,i just made friends very
easily, and all the things that I worked so hard for, I
had no trouble in my junior year and my senior year. In
fact, my junior year I was so busy and carry SO0 many
hours......1t still didn't affect my grades and I still
could meet all the things like peing in student senate

and at that time all these students, things were so important,
which aren't anymore...and got to know the students here in
Alpbuquerque as well as from out of state and to visit
friend*s house and stayed over with them. Carried you

know, quite a number of hours and still 1 got to do things
like being president of my dorm.

You had moved to a dorm by then?

Yeah.sssdifferent little organizstions that we had and we
had started the Kiva Club at that time....too, and I just,
had alot of fun and still wasn*t making pad grades and I

think 2t a....that is when I really started enjoying college

and I really liked college all the way through..e..
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what was your purpose 1in estaoplishing the Kiva Clup?
Dillon rlatero wes = student here at that time, and so was
this Joe Herrera.....and I forget who else and they were
talking oneday, they wanted to start an Indian Clup, and
so we all said....gee, that sounds fine, put at that time
our resl concern was with the pueolos, wnecause they didn't
have a scholarship fund like the Navajos did and as a
result, in part of our puevlo students to come into the

university and they didn't have funds and sO we decided that

we would get together and see 1f we couldn't raise money

for puenlo students, not Navajo students, out puewnlo

students and have them win scholarships and not only that,
out we would had an organization where they would come and
ask questions or we would invite different high schools

to come and we would sort of take them around the campus,
snow them a2round.....you know and that they knew that

this was here, see......here and that they could apply for
it, a scholarship.....the Eiva Cluo cause the university

ot thet time didn't have any scholarships for Indians, and

so we got started that way....mainly to open up the universi-—
ty to other Indian groups right within the Rio Grande area.
who was payling for‘your education at the University?

The tuition the government pz1d for that and then after

a couple of years, I paid for most everything elsCes..dOrMecss

and board, I paid for books and stuff, I got paid for.s..
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and then my last year in college‘a trival scholarship came
out and I was able to be one of the first ones to get itauee
pecause you know I was a senior at that time, and so my

last year in college was nice, you know, in thot I didn't
have to worry avout money....and by that time there were
alot of Indain students coming int¢ the University.

what did you find were their attitudes apout being an Indian
«essowere they also ashemed of being it, or were they anble
to adjust more readily than you did?

I don't know, I really don't know....the kids that I knew

1 didn't know that well, we got together at Kiva Cluo, we
planned things, we were friends this way, but I guess I
never worried too much avout whether they were getting

along or not....in those days, bpecause you know, pbut there
was one girl that was here 2t that time, she was very
populars.....An Indian girl, very dark complected, put she
had a resl nice personality..... une of these very likeavle
peoples..and she was very pouplar right from the DESINNING s st
with the students, with any students, veczuse she was just
that type of person. She had a personality that just, you
liked it immediately you know, and she was quit popular, got
along real well....

Did you faind that your high school courses, besides this
Teeling of ‘dnferiority that you had, do you think that

they had prepared you for college?
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I think in those days that i1t proovaoly did. Now, I don't

know 1f 1t does now, 1 think that mayve college is hardeTr...

now than it was then.

what did you major in, in college?

the middle of my junior year...simply becauseiBy that time

I had decided that L.knew awvsolutely nothing avoout Anglo

cooking, Anglo ways of living. 1 was thinking avout after

1 zot out of college, i didn't know anything spout how you

entertain people in your homes =na i woula like to know

sometning avout this and so I took some courses in Home

Bconomics then, I did like it and I felt that 1 could

learn quite a bit on how to get along in the outside world
1f 1 did this and so 1 switched then, my major to Home
Economics, and that was the middle of my junior year. 1

felt at the time 1L wasnit getting very much out of Sociology,

it was so olah, and at the same time I felt that if T did

go and work in welfare offices, 1 wonder if peopless..I

wonder if 1 weren't polished up, whether I would vne effective

at 211 and so I felt that I thought I needed polishing more

thon 1 didesess.the Otherissssees0 1 went into Home Economics.
1t was mostly a finishing school for me.
Did you find any difference between Phoenix College and the

University as far as difficult in courses?
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The thing at Phoenix College was nice in that the student-
teacher ratio was lower and the teschers at least =2t that
time in Phoenix were much more interested in teaching,

I mean really teaching the suvjects and taking an interest
lN.essseand I think they reached all of uS..... I dontt
think there were classes over.....at least the ones that

Ll wWap iNasseeseOVer 35,

I see, at the time that you were in the University did they
have any of these progrsms, special English programs for the,
indian students?

o

No such programs at all?

There was nothing at this university for Indisns...at the
time in fact, most people warned you avout coming to the
University they would rather have you go somewhere else out
the University of New Mexico, had 2 pad reputztion with
Indians, with Indian students at the time 1 came here, in
fact most people warned me not to come here.

well, kind of reputation.....that it would ve too difficult
for youv

That 1t paid no attention to indians 2nd 1t had a tendency
to just want them out....

Do you think that if you had chosen to go pack to the
reservation instead of just going to éollege, the educa-
tion that you received in +the sIA schools would have

prepared you for reservation life, do you think that you
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could have fit in with the navajo?

No, I think I prefer knowing = little more than high
school could have given to me. Now 1 felt like 1 am free
i can choose tozgo wack whenever 1 want to and not wnecause
L coulan't do anything on the outside vy myself..;.. L
feel like now i1 have a choice, 1 feel like i g¢an go ana
travel anywhere 1 want to, and not ve hindered, I mean 1
feel that I cen go pack to the reservation and still feel
thst, £t11ll pe quite traditional, wut I don't think 1 would
ve happy on the reservation, just the way life 1s....s.that
1 enjoy it for a few weeks, put then after a while, I mean
you want something more. If I went wack to the reservation
with alot of wooks, thet would we fin€.eeees

what do you think of these literacy programs that they are
starting for children, Navajo children to start learning
in Navajo and practice reading in Navajo and then working
into Englishs.e.s Do you think that would make their
education any easier?

It all depends on what kind of quality they are given....
L thankthat 1f you have quality education in Navajo and it
18 at a very early stage, you are teaching something, put
if you are just using Navejo without enlarging the kids
vackground, then you are doinz them more harm, I would
think, out if you really, like for exomple, if you were
teaching initial literacy....in Navajo...;l would prefer

to have it progrrmed so that children were really learning.s.se.
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you know, recognition of letters and this type of thing
and comwining the sounds of letters and then getting words
snd then puilding up this way, so that the switch then,
when they finally switch to English reading, then you
would have, in Englash, you would never have to teach them
to recognize an "A¥#, he would =lready know that, and 80
that reading would pe as far as 1 am concerned, Treading
would go faster, and English 1f you started in the Nava jo
first, out I think hat 1t hasto ve done. well, 1 don't
think that you can Jjust_go into the classroom and say, we
are heving bilingual education and just start talking to
them, jwst in Navajo, in a haphazard fashion you know.

I don't think it works.

1 see, do you think that from your experience in teaching
peginners =nd so forth, do you think that there is an im-
provement in the type of education thatthey are being
offered from the time that you were at that level?

T couldn't say. Sometimes I am terriwly disappointed in
children, especially when L meet some of the high school
kids down here in Alwuguergue, you do have some awful
smart kids, smarter then anyone that 1 went to school
wlth, very exceptional cases, out still it is frightening,
some of the high school kids thst you find down here, they
are still so elementary in their thinking, they jus? don't
think beyond what they already know and this disturbs me.

whether the kids =2re learning so much more, I can't saye.
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wE1l do you think this avility of not thinking bpeyond

what they already know... is just typical of them or
typical of students in general?

No I think that teacher on the reservation just don't
expect enough from kids.... and because the expgctancy is
too lowe.. 1 think that teachers go out really,.... not
that they are intentionally not with the intention of
harming the kids necessarily, I thlnk their intentions

are good, they want to help kids, but the fact that be-
cause they want to help kids so bad, they just say, they
can't do any petter..... and so I am going to expect that
much.... and is some ways some teachers keep kids ignorant..
How mich do you think knowledge of English has a bearing
on this limited 2bility not to progress, they can't get

it in books because they can't understand it....

wELl I think alot of this has something to do with i1t, but
alot of it is really in the long run, you cen have the best
ESL program, which I really believe in on the reservation
but if that teacher in that classroom doesn't expect much
from those kids, she is not going to get much from them...
But if her expectations are high, if she is willing to
work to get, what the kids know..... Weil for instmnce,
they did a study e couple of years ag0... from Harﬁard
where they found out that the parents expected a2lot from
schools and kids that they put them in SchoolS......
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Navajo parents?

Yeah and the kids had high expectations and then they

went down to the teachers and they found that the

teachers had the lowest expectations.... from the KidS.ees
what do you think Navajo parents today expect from schools?
WEll I think one of the reason that the Navajos put their
children in school to learn, because they know that the
English society is a dominant society, well then, lets

put our kids in there and let them really learn something.e.
so they get along.. in, if they wanted to move off the
reservation, have them get along in 2 world that is not

the same as the reservation. Instead of saying, well my
kids has gone through 12th grade... whether he has or not,
he knows he has gone through lzth grade, now this guy goes
to Los Angeles let's say, what can he really do, I mean

he is still an illiterat€.scee.. and so the guy ends up

in the ghetto situation, he can't get out of it... because
he can't pay his way back to the reservation sometimes....
And so you are just moving from one poverty area to
another poverty area.... if the kids aren!t too well,
cesee I think you can civekids aldtiof competitive apilities
without destoying what they e T

How do Navajo parents feel about incorporating traditional

ways into their education. Preserving the Navajo culture,
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how do they think that they can do this?
I don't know... I think one of the things that is really
very nice.. I think just to go in ang say, okay, we are
going to have s Navajo hour right now... so that we feel
comfortable at school, I mean, school by itself is not a
Navajo situation... add so why play it like it is =
Navajo situation... I mean, you can add in somethings I
think... school is already an alien situstion...... And
I think, you know, you can soften it by adding something
from the‘culture... but most people they say, now this is
going to be great, this ig our school we are going to
introduce some Indisn things.... to them Indian means, lett!s
sing some Hey-0+yeh-ya songs you know... I don't know
whether to me, that appeais to me.... whether it appeals
to other parents... But to me, if ,gou are going to teach
Navajo culture, i1t seems to me like there 1& a side that
18 veautiful in Navajo culture.... like for example, storiesg
you could get stories, easily out of the origin legends,
these are veautiful stories... i mesn this gives, 2lot of
kids don®t know this, and so some people say, let's have
Navajo culture, and so they tell some coyote stories and
this isn't Navajo culture stories,..... really, it is just
stories, and then the real beautiful story of Talking God
or even the Two Brothers who'went to meet their father....
and the things that they went through to meet their

father.... when they came back, how the giant was slain...
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they may not be true, obut they are beautiful legends. «.
these to me are things that even an anglo could teach, and
I mean this gives... 1 think, Navajos more pride to know
that here are the two brothers and here is the sotry of
changing woman, how she came about you know... Now this
type of stories and then stories about the more recent
things... like what life was 1ike}before the Navajos went
to Fort sumner... what it was like at Fort Sumner, how they
came-pack... who were the people involved there, as leaders
that helped bring them back something about other Indians,

even later on.... because they had sad but beautiful

' stories of other Indian leaders you know.... and this type

of thing... this way you get the feeling =2s a Navajo, when
you can tie in with other Indian groups when some of these
other stories are brought in.,. of other Indian tribes.g
Most Navajos growing up on the reservation because you don't
travel too much... you really donit know about other Indian
groups.

What do you think about the schools such as Rough Rock that
are being run by Navajos and that are strictly Navajo, do
you think that they will be more valuable in educating this
children, Than schools run by Anglos, 2lthough, like educa-
tion itself is an alien situation?

Well I think Rough Rock has a great idea..... I mean, i
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think that they are in an experimental stagC.seeess I
think that the fact that they have a real community

Navajo board and I think that now there with more

people wenting, that with more Navajos getting very
nationalistic...... the schools are going to go this
Wa¥eeseoe I hope you know that when they change it over
that they will think of the quality education rather than
just saying pecause it is Navajo, it has got to be good...
you know, this can't really happen...just pecsuse it is
Navajo doesn't mena that it is going to be good, you know..
But there are good things about it you know, at least

the parents are able to say, my child will go to school
today, or they can say that teacher is destoying soemthing
«eees in Navajo society, or is not teaching what he would
like to you know.... you have got to teach this way, you
have a choice.... you know 28 to who would be involved
with the education of their children and not only that,

I think the parents for the first time at Rough Rock are
beginning to feel that they are part of the society instead
of just looking oN.eeees

Did you feel that your parents thought that they were just
looking on?

I think despite the fact that the lack of involvement,
that they knewrthat they couldn't say you can go into



a school and say 1 have to pick up my kid, you can't

g0 into a school and say L don't like this and expect
changes, I don't think that they really expect a

change, I think they expect a minor cChange.eses sssecesces
I have got to go.;.........

This is Kathy Harvey. I am interviewing Regis Claushcee,

Navajo who is member of the Red Cheek Clan, this is December 8,

1970,

Q. Regis, can you tell me how old you were when you first
started school?

R DN ol SR

Qe wnll, on the PeSerVARION i iu v it i cun

A. Oh, okaye..... b years old.

€. ©Six years old... and what was the date, do you rememwver?

Ei OB BOFiveas50'8.s0ese lotis say Septemwer something, 1Ysh..

Ye '"DDesess OKay... and why did you go to school, why a.ia
your parents send you to go to school?

A. 1 think one of the Primary reasons wny my mom and my dad
sent me to school was so called once they get pboth sides
of the story from pvoth the traditionsal side and the so
called ango s.ide.

«+ They wanted you to have voth?

A. Yeah, ana they also realized that education is very

essential,
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And do you rememwer whst you studied there particularly?
All 1 do really rememwver there from that experience 1s...
cat napping, that i1s avout it, that is about 2ll I
remember... you know.

Did you like school at all?

1 guess you know pbeing around, you know, kids was kind

of fun, I guess 1 eanjoyed it in that sense... so educa-

tion 1 don't remember it.
You don't remember it et 211? How long were you at the
poarding school?

Oh, three years.

Three years... and do you remember if they had any kind
of program to teach you English? Or did you come out of
there also not knowing very much English?

WEll, let*s say I was a little bit bpetter than the -
Navajos . there, even though I didn't speak too much English,
put 1L remember, let's say I was getting A's and B's, I
guess... on their scale, and in reality or comparisons

of middle class white Americans, 1 was still dumb be-
cause when 1 transferred from the boarding school in

the third grade, I was in the third grade.

Yes.

To the public schools... they put me in, they go the
rating system.. let's say, 5-1 is the top grade, and then

you go all the way down, you scaie down, and L ended up
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in the >-4, when they transferred me from the voard-
ing school tu the puwlic schooi, I guess it 1s a

good indication of what they think of their educa-—

tion at thatvthe 0r SOMePHING 4 ssvos

why did you transfer to the public school%

1 suppose my mother... and father..... well at the time
my mother got transferred to Fort Defiance PHS.

what was she doing?

She is a nurse... she was 2 nurse...

And so, now this is Fort Defiance... puplic school,
Fort Defiance?

Yeah.,

And how long did you stay there?

Until 1966,

which was what grade?

The tenth...

Did you have alot of interaction with Anglo kids there?
Yeah, well L had to vecause the city or town, or whatever
of Fort Defiance is almost segregated into let's say
Anglos and IndiansJ/{....

But they all have one public school?

Yes, and also 1 lived so called in the white area
pbecause you know, it just so happenéd that there was

in a runned down trailer nearpny... where we lived and

I had alot of contact with the Anglos......
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How did they treat ydu?

well I think, I don't know, I can‘t really say, because
some peonle did treat me good and some people never
actually looked at me or... paid any attention to me you
couldr say.

Did you follow the resular courses they had at the public
school or did they have a special one set up for you?
For the Indians?

NOsoeso. that is éll I remempber was the reading classes,
but I never took them though.....

what were they, do you know, just classes to help the kids
with their reading ability?

Yes, that im about it.

And I suppose your English pecame quite fluent with the
contact with the Anglo kids fairly rapidly?

Yeah, I was kind of forced into it...

Yeah.... did you ever have any Navajo teachers either at
Fort Defiance or at Chinle?

I only had one which was Dean or Jack Jackson when I was
intJunier High.

At Fort Defiance?

Yes.

Did you find any difference between his classes and the

classes taught by Anglos?
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WElL the first thing was that he was a P.E. teacher,
and I don't think there is any comparison acadenmic

and physical education classes, and so I can't make a
comparison there.

Did you ever have any... did you ever bother to in-
corporate any... sort of Navajo culture into any of
these classeS..seee?

None whatsoever...none.....

No history, no economics? Nothing?

NOthing.... 2ll the time I was in school, nothing about
the Navajo in anyplace expet maybe in, you know, the
arts and crafts... and included a so called shop...
and you just make some sort of design that is supposedly
Naevajo. Other than that....

Did you ever feel as a student then, thot you would
have liked something Navajo, did any of the kids ever
talk about that?

One  of the things is, I got to explain it....is that
ﬁy mother, I zuess, she had more, just look at my
mother...,. these days, environment played a big part
of me, because my mother had alot of contacts with the
dominant society, and my dad, which had none..... and
my life wes in this direction, having both sides of
the storys.... and so called; walking the tight line

+ese tight rope or whatever, and seeins and being that

-
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my dad is very traditionalist and my mother is very
tradionalist, but she had contacts with the dominant
society..... there were, I am kind of glad that they
did it in that manner now because they gave me both
sides of the story and they told me to speak Navajo
fluently and to speak English fluenfly was one of the
greatest respects that anyone could get because both
people looked at you, I guess, with great respect....
because you can.

Do you think any of the kids, any of the other Navajo
kids that went to school in Fort Defiance had a ‘chance
to get this tradition®l sidesceess?

WEll we, you also have to laok at Rort Defiance and
Window Rock, and Sanint Michael's area, that areas has:
alot.of contact with the dominant society, and it is
very different from, let's say, Tuba City, Chinle;
Ganado in which that is real rural areas alot of the
kids, Indian kids, went to Window LHock school system.
I suess you would term them as "apples" trying to be
white..... waht didn't help was that.... I never
re-lized this until I got out of school, was that
teachers, the way their thought was to teach Navajo
kids to be middle class white Americans.... and even
the teaching is not like that.....

Did they do this on purpose or... do you think the
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teachers didn't know 2ny better......?

I don't *hink they knew any better.... because this
past lMay, I ddd a survey for NAACP concerning the
federal funding of public schools like, Title I,
Johnson O'Malley, 874 and Bl5, and I did have alot

of contact with the administrators and teschers in
Window Rock and =2l1lso Holbrook, Shiprock, Gallup, !
Mckinley county school systems... and alot of the
questions that were asking me, they csked the same
thing...... and we =2sked the community and tried to

do something about it constructively... and so well

we got a little ways, more than anybody had ever gone
before..... and one of my biggest criticism of the
school system is teaching these Navajo kids you know...
put them into this machine, this education machine

and try to make them come out like white middle class
white Americans, and in the first place I don't think
any Navajios are middle class, and I don‘t think they
are white, and I don't think they claim to be Americans
eeso I think they claim to be Navajos.... first...

B0, whaf do you suggest... what changesdo you suggest
that they do, for instance tb incorporate more tradition-
al ways into the' school?

The first thing.is... I work with the school board this
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Which school board?

The Window Rock School board, =nd:we got alot of

flack iny these young militents are trying to do
something, and I think theyvrealiéed that we were
trying to do something éonstructively, but they didn't

want to much concede.., 1ike the board they called us

" young militants...

Was the school board Wayajo or white?

Okay... let me give you a good breakdown presently....
There afe three, two -whites, one is a trader, and

he operates a trading post, and I don't want to get

going on that, I did a report on the treding post.....

- and the other is en ex-trader... president of the hank

in Window ROCK.sss: B0ssve BNA uuas

The rest are Navajo?

Yes; the rest are Navajo....okay, one is a director of
DNA and he is very receptive 2nd sensitive and besides
he is a Navajo and quite intelligent... and there is
another two, they well, one. is Navajo and he works for
the Bureau of Indian Afféirs, and whether the Bureau

of Indian Affairs has an effect on his personality or
not... that is a, is yet to be questioned,..... but the

people are getting mad at him and, fed up with him...ee
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cause we congider him 28 an 'epplef..esesses Someone, red
on the outsidé and white on the inside..... other words,
you know, he is an anglo with brown skin..... and the
other lady we class her as the same thing..... even though
she claims herself to be IndiaNeeccescoess
Did.se.ss where did you go after the 10th grade in Fort
Defiance?

Good 0ld Uncle Sam wroteceses

OH, you dropped out of school?

Well, I didn't drop out of school I got kicked out.

Why did you get kicked out?

Having disagreements with teachers say.concerningessee, well
remarks concerning the Navajos and considering that he is
an Indian I thought he shouldn't have said it.....

Which teacher was this, your P.E. teacher?

I never had a teacher, but he was an Indian teacher,
Well, what did he say?

Something, I don't remember.... I just blocked it out of
my mind.... it something to the effect that Navajos are
ignorant or dumb.... something like of that sort....

And you didn't think there wasn't any hope for them?
Yeah, I guess in a sense.,

I see.

By the way, he is in law school right at the moment, I
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bumped into him the other day and he was sort of surprised
that onecof the drop outs made it to college and you know,
other things and he was kind of surprised and alot of

peo@le are, I think..... this ie the proof of it....

just because you are a Navajo and dropped out of school is
not a 7eod indication that you can*t maxe it.

Were there very many others kids in your school that reacted
to this remark? And got kicked out, or were you the only
oNne...?

I was the only one, because in that class you could congider
myself that only true Navajo in that class the rest of the
Indians were so called ‘applesS'.... Or Sell outS....

And how many other Indians were in your class?

Well it was a class of thirty, approximately nineteen others.
How many of them made it through school?

Probably everyone of them, I don't knowse.eoo I wouldn't doubt
i, '

Did you have any brothers and sisters?

I only havé one half brother.:

Did he make it through school?

Yes, he graduated from high school.

I see, so how long were you in the army?

I was in the Navy.... for three years, one month and one day.
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Qe And did you have any sort of training while you were in
the Navy?

A. When I was in the Navy....... okay, you took a test, a
battery of test to enter military service, and 1 guess I
scored pretty high on my test, enough to quelify for any
field thet I wantéd.

Q. Were they Anglo oriented test?

A. Oh, yes they were, sort of like a battery of tests and good
'old, you know, they were....

Q. I mean they were from the Anglo frame of mind?

A, Yes. Well, I guess I did pretty good and they classifiéd me
eligible for any field except language specdalist, I don't
know why, guess I flunked the Latin or something, but any-
way.. when I got into this basic training I think one of
my biggest downfalls was that I got kicked osit of school.
That stood right out there, you know.... I guess the Navy
didn't want to invest any money in onyone with that attitude
esse and so, I went to the ships.

Q. And so what did you do on the ship?

A. Weshing... just the di;ty work..;

.Q. And this wasn't by choice, they just stuck you in there?

A. Yes.

Qe Were there any other Indians on this ship or were you the
only one?

As I was the only Indian.... but I think I wes kind of determined
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to succeed and the military approved of the white dominant
society.... you know, if you are going to make it there....
so, I worked very hard and I, you have to pass certain
types of test, éﬁd certain types of courses before you ean
go ﬁp the so called ladder, mnd‘I worked very hard, and I
did that and somebody, I guess, we had a helicopter on a
ship, and one of the officers to get me to work very hard..
«ss and they chnose me, and I was inccharge of the plain
maintenace system you know, which consisted of taking care
of all the maintenance of the aircraft..... and the electronic
equipment, and as I went along I got interested in electronics
and I took some courses , and I took a test and qualified to’
be an electronics technician and as soon as I did that I got
transferred to the Enterprise and tQ a regular aircraft
maéintenance.ceeee |

And you were the. only indian there?

Yes, I was again and I....... Worked very closely with let's
say the cream of the crop, which was the United States.;..
because except maybe for the officers and the ehlisted men,
having the enlisted men, they were ail electronics techni-
cians.... supposedly the cream of the crop.... and I don't
know why, 1 guess, I was rubbing shoulders with them, alot

of my thoughts and alot of my vailuse and so’ forth were nlfer-
ed thereccses 3

In what way?
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OHesooo first of all..... not being separate.. or being a
geparatist... Oor a nationalist, in 2 sense....e
S0 you liked these Anglos, you got along with them.

Yes, I really did, because I thought that they were really

T

nice people... and I reelly did enjoy pressing my
part with them cause I have made some life long friends,
end I think it'1l stay thet way.

And they are all whites?

YeSessss they're all whites.

I see, do you ever have a chance to see them now?

Some people came down and visit me... that's about it.

I se.sese 80 when yourgot out of the NaAVYiesasae

That was fourteenth of October or November...... that was
about fourteen months 8804 o

And you went directly into college?

NO, I worked at General Dynamics plant, which is an
electronics plant, I cuess you would say in Fort Defiance,

which was:a little ways from my home, and I worked there as

a calibration technieian. I wes the only qualified electronics

techniciaNeessses I Was o Navajo and so I worked there until
last January, when 1 went:back to school.

College?
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Yeah, well collegececoes

Okay, well how did you end up getting the equivalent of a
high school diploma, or did you need to to get into college?
I took 2n ACT test, you have to take thet snd I scored high
enough, I guess, on it... to qualify for entrance into the
university here... and from there, I didn't have to make,
you didn't need a class performancy score 2bove this or
performancy.

I see, why did you choose to‘go to this university?

Pirst of all it is close to home, my home ties, you know,
my lend.seese

And there is no other reason beyond that?

Other than that besides not paying out of-state tuition.
Who pays your tuition?

The Navajo tribe right at the moment..ceecss

About your other expenses, who has to pay those?

Well, I don't know whether I should tell you this on tape..
cesees Well, T get $175 dollars from the Veterans Adminis-
tration, which equals up to about $1,500 a year, and about
$1,200 from the Navajo tribal scholarship.

I see, 80 you have a pretty good income to work on.

Yeah, I was afraid to say it.
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Did your parents want you to go to college?

Okay... unique situation again... but I guess they would
say, if you are a person that has = college education,
look at him, and here is a person who has no college ed-
ucation so I looked and I realized that materisl wise....
college education has more materials... and the person
that didn't, didn't have none, =nd that wes one reason,
also it was that 1 realized that the nNavajo people do

need young leaders to lead their people for the future,
whether it is right or wrong, and we need quslified people
to take posts that are occupied by Anglos at the moment,
And 1t doens't matter what degree, 2nd so that was my
reasons and I said, well you might as well help the people
whatever you can do in eny way.

Right, Did you ever know very many kids thaet had gone to
poarding schools?

wEll, I do know alot,

Have you found that having gone to a poarding school that
they missed out on something that they would have been
better adjusted if they would have been able to go to

school near their parents?

OHeeseseese I would believe so because I was, I still do,
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that is the only thing that I really remember about the
boarding school is that how strict they were, you know,
just actually, just forcing upon them the dominant societies
idealSeese

They just never had the chance to have any traditional life
even in the dorms?

They didn't, except making mutton and fried bread to eat

an other than that, I guess you wouldn't consider it really
traditionalesceees

I see.... d0 you, what do you think of these schools such
as Rough Rock?

I have been out to Rough Rock, and I think that Rough Rock
is a very good school, very good school, and I am very
impressed with it, and other Negvejos are very impressed
with it, end I like the idea of teaching a Navajo their

own language first, and then relate it later to English,
and transfer over and in that way I think people will stay
in touch with their own religion and culture and eventually
their own land.csses

Right, were your parents ever involved with anything like

PPR OPessesT

WEll, my father was not and in the first place he would think
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80 and my mother never, even though she had alot of contact
with the dominant society.... she aiways thought it wa a
bunch of old ladies, or soéiety of ladies OTesvse in

a way, that was all they were.... they didn't accomplish
nothing.

Did she ever try to say anything about your education, have
any say about to the school board or....?

My mother never knew how the system worked, she never knew
how to voice her opinions to the school board, and she
didn't know how the system worked in the first piosce....
the way the Navajos work, and the way it workds and S0...
it's foreign to them.

Right, do you think that Navajo kids that are coming out of
the school now would know how the system works?

I don't think so, really.... now I would say yes, beccuse

I think they are realizing the importance of education and
how we should use the dominant societies system for our
petterment obut 1et'é say, from '66 on back, I wouldn't think
S0.

Why 16697

I think from there, there was some drastic changes.... in
the attitudes of people because they reslized that you canit
acculturate the indians into a whiteman completely.... you
know, if you can't kill them off therefore, we have to work

with them, they finally realigzed that.
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§. What are you majoring in in college?

A. Right at the moment L am in the B5US program, which is
Bachelor:of University Studies... and my onject is to
say, build a pre~law course directed in the southwest....
and I am very interested in law, and I guess you would
say a2 law degree.....

Q. Are you in any special sort of courses designed for Indians?

A. Yes, I took Indian and the law, this semester and next semester
1 am planning to take all the iIndian Studies courseS..eec...

Q. Wwhat are these indian studies... who set them up end

what are they...?

A. The indian studies cirriculum was developed up by Mr. wilson
our director, approved by the students, it is all student
Tully OUT PrOgramsS...

Je HRun wny indian students?

A. Yes.

W. And this is Navajos as well as what other kinds of Indians?

A., WBEll all the southwest indians and we have all types‘of
Indians on this campus: A@EG0N CAMPUS.ees

Q. And what about your English class... Don't you think it is

effective?

A. well this, let's hit the core of the thing... English tutorial
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program 101, 1 really do think 1t 1s a very good program,

and 1t should pe extended out to 10z in the same manneT....
at 2 higher level.... vecause the way that L feel avout it
is, we have a good thing rignt tnere in tne 101, getting

some good redsults....Okay the first testing, the indian
stuaents, in this tutorial program in their sociology class,
all got A'S and n's, very gooad 1nuiCaltiONyeeees vecause all
the inuian students scored welow tnis levelof..... English
profieciency or wunatever you cali it, enu 1t 18 a Very goou
itnuication of now this program 1S wOrKing.... anu i really uo
Know wecause lest year L w»as 1n an eAperlmegtal portion of ut,
what wes thnis eaperimetal portion doing?

Tt is the same thing that they are doing now, wanted to know
whether itlwas effective or not, and I think they are,......
really set down something that is very effective in say, starting
Indian students off the ground and how to pass test and so
forth, a few minor things, but they are very important and
especially English, that is every help in there. That class
that T am in right now is English 102 class, special for
foreign students...and I think it should be dealt from that
class not for let's say Indian s or other students Dbecause

I believe that they are trying to, let's say, experiment again
a new way of teaching in the 102 level, but the way I feel and
the way alot of Indians would feel is 102 is very good. . .why
not extend it to 102....and the reason for that is we are

getting tired of getting experimented on...doing studies on...
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upon us and we Jjust want something that is solid, we see
there, why don't we put it there, it might not be as effec-
tive as we want but we....just want something to get
throuzh college to get out of here and help our people.
When did you first become interested in "Red Power"?

Well the first thing is Indian Power, Red Power, whatever
it is called, my definition of Indian power, Red Power...

I gave this definition because I was forced in the spot
since I was considered in a leadership'spot, people asked
me what is your definition of Red rower? 1Indian pOWETess..
so now, I was kind of forced into this gsituation...and

my definition of this Red Power is thatissss0h oy, X
forgot....very simple, and I thinke..e...general in the

in the sense thet to gain respect and understanding, that's
all .

CA

To the people, I SE€C...s80 you don't consider it a separa-
tist movement or anything?
T hope not because as I told you I am against separatism

and I think of my ultimate goals...for Indian people or

- Navajo people, is that time to be a workable community among

the dominant society and it is not to mean seperate or
nationalistic about it, but we are indian we know it,
therefore we havetalot of things to offer to everybody and
I think we can learn alot from you, the dominsnt socie ty
and I think you can learnalot from us Indiaen people but
this respect and understanding has to be kept in balance,

put this is yet to come.

Who first got you interested in Red Power?



Ao

Qe

A

A

Qe
A,

34

I guess I have slways had a knack to help my people, you
know, because I have actually seen how much Indians have
suffered, and I always never, I never held it against the
white people, even though I know they did it, and soemtimes
they did it intentionally, but I just do look z2head, I

think it is very bad to look back.

How well orgenized is this Red Power movement among your
people, do you think?

well, the nationwide level, there is not one unified effort
say like the Chicano....Viva the La Reza... the blacks saying
Black Panther, or whatever. The Indians are very different
in this area, the Southwest is a very different world.eee.es
we do relate to nature.... very much more so than say the
southwest or the plzins Indians and like I said... regionally
we are very different, in attitudes, toward people, and life
and 2lso with nature.

What about on the Navajo level, how organized is it?

WEL L. presently I would say there are just a couple of
organizations involved...sese0» and one is Southwest Indian
Develgpment and Oh..... other... that is about....Organization
of Native American Students...those two are reszlly so called
Red Power Indian power movements.... ‘

Are they mostly college stwdents?

Yes, they are, and ONAS is high school.
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It is then in the high school?

In the Shiprock area.....Southwest Indian Development is
presently a college student.....

And are they making any efforts to go out and talk to the
other students in other high schools?

Yes, we are in the process of doing this...there are alot of
people and I think the dissimination of materials and even
Indian Power buttons do play a very big part in it, and I
think the attitude of youth right now......are changing,
let's say, trying to be a whiteman, now they want to be an
Indian.

Well, what do the old people think of the Red Power movement?
OK8Yeessee there is a gemeration thing imvolved here, the
very old people I would s=y above 40 are very for it, be-
couse they are traditional, not touched in any manner by the
dominant society, they are very for us, and they are very
glad that somebody had enogh guts, let's say, to the white-
man, and tell him actually what is going on or whatieeesosee
and between, let's say 25 or, 25 and 40, those are the people
who were at the peak of the mass production of Indians %o

be white people let's say, they were brainwashed more than
the other two...

What are you doing here on campus to....implement, get Red

Power started here on campus, are the Indian students here
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very organized?

Okay, the Indian students in general...whatever, Univ, of
New Mexico, U 0f Acvees don'"t matter, when they come in here
usually most of the students that do make it to college are
Happles".....you know... red on the outside, white the in-
;ide....generally speaking again, but I think they are turn-
ed off by their Christianity religion or what the values
that they got from the whiteman 2nd 1 think that they do
realize as late as their sophomore or second year that we

do have something, and we have to fight for it in whatever
manner we can do it......s and as, maybe in their junior
year, they would become very active......but okay aunother
situation is that how to get these people motivated, and it
is one of my problems as president of the Kiva GlUBsassn &
motivate people in direction I think is right...... and
well, alot of people just throw around rhetoric, just talk
about problems, philosophy, about problems, like National
Indian Youth Council, They talk about it nothing construc-
tive, no answer, say in the sense for the problems just raise
hell, end demonstrate, and thet's their thing as regular
college students will..... we realize this when you try

to speed up this process of, let's say..... be getting aware,
they c2ll itissses 2nd get down to the nitty gritty of work-

ing for constructive changes....
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What are some of the consturctive changes that you are
working for?

Okay, the university... the constructive changes that we

are working for... Okay, we've already made one breakthrough
to the administration.esee,

Which was what?

Letting Indian students with low grade point average to be
sponsored by the Native American Studies and the Kiva Club,
or to the program to say, come on campus on a2 trial basis...
+s+s therefore we..... we have got one Indian student on
campus now with a 1.35 grade point average, or will come to
school next semester, and we will pe sponsoring him beceuse
we do feel that there is aiot of potentisl in him, but

never peen developed and so in that menner, their grade
point average I don't think it reslly matters now..... as
long as we know who we are dealing with... Let's, a few other
things have to ve worked with like the registration part...
and admittrequirements, and a few things, and hopefully
doing away with tuition... for indian students pecouse I
think the amount of Indian students per, compared to the
amount of scholarships availabple right at the moment are,
let's say exceedingly high.

Okay, what avbout constructive changes out in the reservation

what do you hope to do?
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well, there is quite a few things involved....like I could
say factors.....there is a law case, presently being tried...
in the federal court concerning our sovereisnty and our
soverignty, our definition what they are trying to prove, is
what governmental functions can be classified as this wWay....
The big issue is education and government functions of the
tripal government just as thé tribal and governmental function
of the state......federal government and that is the way we
want it, and I hope we do win the case because if we do win,
this complete sovereignty for us there...es.

Right, well if you do win the case do you suggest, do you
want all Navajo teachers and the whole thing?

WEll, let me say from the beginning, well I can‘t say all
Navajo, all white, whatever..... okay, basically I believe
that the whiteman can be used on the reservation, for let's
say, for their money and expertise, until we get this mutual
friendship, understanding, respect...... we can trust them

I guess in a sense....ss... not until then, but before then we
can use this money and his expertise, because that's what we
want and what we need, and if an individual comes up to me
and says, I don't know, maybe I will say what cen I do for
yOU.....there are two things... the expertise or your money
esss they are very offended but we have been, let*s say,
used by anthropologists, researchers, and other people, and

we a2re just tired of it, and that it sounds bad....but I know
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we have got reasons to justify the answers.

what other constructive changes... I think you metioned
something about the traders and alse about the co-ops, are
they being set up out there?

The traders....goes back a long ways, and when their trading
posts were set up on the reservation to supply the Navasjos
with goods, whatever +they are, and they were originally

and up to now in full control of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
cesessseesbut unfortunately I guess the whiteman's. greed or
something, they charged higher prices and ackually control
the economic stapbility of the community so that the traders
in a2 sense, I am not saying that they are all bad.....I know
some good traders and so forth, but there has to be a chenge.
They were good friends and the Navajos needed them for forty
years or fifty years ago, but now I think we have realized
that we can get lower prices, let!'s say, in Albuquerque in
the super market.... and instead of paying meybe fifty percent
mark up... and so there is alot of things involved in the
traders because it effects everything and everybody on the
reservation, whether they like it or not, it effects the
health of the people because you can't pbuy as much food for

your dollar..... as they would have, s2y in Albuquerque...

or had let's say more =mccess to more vegetables or you know

that kind of stuff. And it does effect our economic pasis,

because most of the traders are say, out of the reservation,
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they never spend it on the reservation, their income goes
out, off the reservation, we never see it.... =nd it is not,
let's s2y, your definition of ecomomic Browkthi..o'e.. always
going around the whole reservation a couple of times would
help the economic basis, but our dollar just go one place

and goes out, so actually it is still.....

So what do you suggest to have happen?

‘Phe good things 1 guess that =re coming out are Nixon's bill
on Indian Affairs and one of the few things that he ever done
«+eses for the Indians which is really gives the tribal
government full control over the treders....From the surean
of Indian Affairs, because the Bureau of Indien Affairs will
not, is nof doing enything about it...... and I think if we.
put in the tribsl government we will have alt least the access
or a voice in saying and doing something even though they
might not do something about it......

What about the co—ops.that you are trying to establish out
therev

The co-ops when we started in Torreon, which is about 60,

90 miles from here.... and we started it because people got
tired of the traders, the high prices and so they thought the
whole community got together with it.... and said we got to
do something and so they got in touch with people with expertise

and knowledge of, to start the co=-op and in this area and

people now dé now have the Co-0p going for them, at a full
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rate, and it's really destroyed the traders vecause the
people....there is just a big drastic difference in a

say, a loaf of bread nere and at the traders......

And so the co-op serves for all sorts of good,....just
supermarket goods or automobiles?

Food and we are presently in the process of starting an
sutomobile co-op in the Chinle, Arizona area......we worked
it, I worked with it personally, I went to Detroit to see
Chevrolet.eocsss

Who paid for your trip, the %ripe?

The same organizations, (Navajo) g O the DATeess
Southwest Indian Development and Youth for the Prevention of
Delinquency.....those are the three contripvuters....

Do you want to talk avbout the co-op?

Well, 1 think the people realize thet is a drastic difference,
let's say in going to Farmington, Gallup, Holbrook, winslow,
Flagstaff, and compare the prices.......and see the mark up
of the prices but working on the co-op pasis, it would be just
the cost of the automobile and small covering mark up of the
price.... which would actually compare to nothing....ind I
think they would realize beside that this would be Navajo run
and Navajo owned..... S0 you know, they would consider it....
theirs.

what about the five pooks that you and some friends wrotep T

was told about those.
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OH, it's not five boOkS.sseel just completed writing a book

and I entitled it Federal Funding On The Navajo Nation, or

publie school system on the Navajo nation......and this was
initiated primerily through the NAACP survey which I did
last May, and 2lso working with the school board a2ll summer,
and the results of what happened and the situations that I
ran across and sometimes the funny things that happened to
me...

Are you going to publish this pook?

Yes, we will.

And who are you going to pe sending the book to?

Mostly t0...ss.we 2re in the process of directing it at the
Navajo people.....and because we want them to know zactually
what their educational system looks like and what they are
doing to us and also how they are using their money and the
attack, we attack everything, not just the money out the
teaching, the administration, school poards, so forth, even
the people we attack, the communities......

Communities of the Navajo?
"¥es.’

why?

The reason is 1 think they really are sitting vack too much
and expecting too much. They still have the attitude of the

whitemen this is their school, they should know more about the
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school, therefore, they should run 1teeeee
what do you think avout the design of the schools, as far as
equipment they have..?

Okay, I can cover everything in one sentence, why the struc-
ture of the school. PFirst of all, puwvlic school systems are
a part of the Arizona puwnlic school system, and they are vased
on downtown Phoenix, or whatever you want to cell it, middle
class American school....I don't think it should we, or I
hope not, ve on the reservation pecause we are not white
class middle Americans or.,.man, their system i1s structured
around this whether they like 1t or not, even though they

say we are No0t.eseees

I seessess why did you choose to run for student senate?

1 think that there are many prowle:s facing the indian
people, many prowlems... 1 know tnat i can not work en tne
provlem on the reservation or on the school, or what they run
off like the areas, whatever, and L realize that one of the
proplems was that not eanogh Indian people were going to
college.....and getting education, and I said WNYesesse
unless the administration wasn't receptive, not sensitive
to their needs, and not enough scholarships, not enough
tutoring help.....not enough counselling help and so forth
seeeseednd I said, well at least L can make a small chaage

?

1f 4 cau help my people in some way, change the University
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t0 ve more receptive, sensitive, and to give more scholar-
ships, start tutoring programs, and givemore counseling to
Indien students I think we wouid nave a petter survivel rate
of Indian students and would, let‘s say, effect these people
ana would graduate from coilege, and end up nack on the reser—
vation nelping us, their own peopte, and that is one of the
primary reasons for helping the indian: students, and also i am
not looking at the Inaian students primarily...s..also to i
hope that I can relate sometning wack to the whole campus, not
Just To my indian studentSec.ovecss

Do you think you will be avle to, in the student senate, wve
avle to effect these goals of yours...?

Okay....something that L have really realiZed......is the
whiteman has progress. As an lndian, we have our culture, our
land, our religion, our philosophy, and our lifestyle isg very
unique, L think, vut the people are just going in this general
direction now, and 1 thimk i realized through working with

the people that the whiteman still is the majoring, and he
st1ll has the upper hand vecause he has the mass and very

most importantly, the power.....This is pasicelly what it comes
down to, pecause first of 911‘1 said N0j...esl can‘t, pecause
1t sounds too radical, too militant and the more you work with
the system, you realize that the wniteman does have tne power
and only way....for the Indian people to, let's say, get off

their vehinds and get somewhere or help tremselves, or get ahold
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of that power....a2nd L think you really, people do realisge
this and L tuink some of the wureaucrats ao realize this,
and if they aon't like to use the wOrdU POweETeeesees 1 AON*T
know what vecause peopie use 1t L suess 1n the wrong way.....
ana wvut that is what essentially 1t comes down tOecsvse

why did you cnoose to run in this coalition party with tne
Ghicanos?

1 think as an individuai, that L wouldn*t have succeedeu
vecause ThaT....l think the people on campus wouldn‘'t have
realised that L was running, 1% would ve just another name on
the wallot, ana to make them realizea that 1 was ndiaf.e.se
and you know, i have haa good iaeas ana eiperience, anu there-
fore, L think they realized that, aud also they still have
that little conscious wenina thear heaas, w38 one of tne
reas0NSesses

pUiu you organise memwers of the siva ¢lub to vote for your
yes we ulu, anu L think thaet generallily speaking 1 thiunk that
‘150 was toe average for tioe amount of inoian studentvs, ~lack
stuaents, chicano students votea for the coalition wlock

and s0 thnat was a gooa percentage, a goou oOne fourtn.

walcn 1s muecn more tnan any of the wuhite stuuents tnat turn-
ea oubt, rignt?

Yean.....L thiuk tney aia.

Percentageuwise, that Tnere were more of the minority students

tnat votea than tne white kids.
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And + think we showea them that ~e ao want tne power, ana

1 think that we are in tne process of struggling for 1t.....
How long do you think that you want unaerstanaing of
frienaship wetween the whites ana The 1ndians....how

long do you think that this i1s going to take vefore you
have this mutual trust?

1f we can+t go as a group, or it 1s tne same....you Know
like wiiitesi¥s. IndiansS.e.....0Kay, 1L think i1t nhas to go
2CT0SS an 1ndiviaual UaSiS..eeseaN0 L welleve that your..s..
assume somewouy wvelore you are white...out L am al.ays on
my cefense agaiust raciests remarks or whnatever, sO0 1 am nov
saying tnat 1 am all inoian, wecause i think, 1 welieve, 1u
1naividuals whoever tney may we...oatever color they are...
anu 1 respcct tne person for waat ne i1s, not wnat color he
lBessns

50 now lomg uo youw taniuk 1t 1s going to take Ior everywouy
else to have this attituue?

Lt uepenas up to tnem....i thnick tne inaians are reaqy ana
otner peopleé.e....shoula wve reaay .~y all the time Tne pollu~—
ti0on, ane everything else gets to us, wvut i think tnat 1T
will tege timed.se

1t w11l talke time, ana you thALuk Tuat other iudlaus youU
walu are reauy anu $0 you tnink other sTuuents grll we

#11liug TO .ork .ith you auu On your Kinu O Projecis?
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ot a2ll students, unfortunately, other students are very
:.......you know, hate whitey attitudes....and they got
reasons to justify it, eand I guess this is the way that
they believe, 2nd it is hard to change, and aiot of people
believe that,...sss0kay, believe what the peem has to say
eeeeel just can't rememver word for word, but it goes some-
thing like this.....?We are Indian people, the Indian people
were once very proud people, put when the whiteman came he
brought his diseases, his greed, soforth, 2nd we went down
to his level, and we finally got integrated 2s we went along,
And we have realized finally after wneing used by the whiteman
that the only way we can succeed or to help ourselves is to
make a better people, is to use the whitemanis tool, use the
whiteman's knowledge, use the whiteman's mechinery, use the
whiteman's education.....to better our people. But one thing
should be understood and that is, that we are still Indisns,.,n
Do you think after going through this...BIA school or public
school out on the reservation that an Indian student would
come out prepared to cope with Anglo life as well as being
able to go pback to the reservation?
i+ think that....okay, window Rock Public School....0Kao¥,...
the majorityvof the Indian students that do graduate from
high school go pack on the reservation or never lesve Lbass o

They are accepted when they go pack and can adjust to reser-
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vation life and are not hung up by their education?

I think thet is on an individual vpasis cause I cantt really
S8Ye+es.e80me people would we more affected oy the dominant
society's teachings more than others....pbut one thing,.. I
think that in poarding schools or whatever you call them,
destroys or let's say, isolates our love for our land,
pecause our land is our religion, our culture, our philosophy
«+.+s02nd if you ever realize or compare, chicanos, wvlacks,
and the indians 1 think you would actudlly see what we have
more than what they got vecause we got our land, our religion,
culture, philosophy, language, to relate to while chicanos,
do not have none of these things to relate to, the wvlacks do
not....even tnough they say they are from Africa....wut the
few things that we do have, advantages over the uvlacks =na
tne chicanos, ana 1 think they do realize it, and I thini
tnat 1s one of tne reasons, primery reasons wny thney are
more mirLitant or more aggressive, wultever you cali 1T, you
KrOw, slacCK Pantles Oricntated Tnan vie 1w lieis, weCause Tne
~lacCKks anu Thne Ch.Lcanos Call US Sell OUTb...sweCaUSE Trey
BaY w€ Have weei SCrewbl MOLE LY Tue wourTeman tnan 8y ~ouy
Cloceessanwe redlile 1T, ~uT w»& Have got sometning more
1mporTant L tnink....n€ nave 0t our tanu, reL.gion, culture,
pailosopny, anu LansuagesS....Ttney ao not nave, not even g
nliTeman NasS.s.eese A winiteman nas only thing ne cen relate
TO 18 namwurgers ana hotuogs....., Othner than tnat, i thing

»€ U0 nave an auvantage....2na & tnink accoruing to Apple in
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8 80CL0LOgy class, S0CLOLOZY Jlu, Kace KelaTtionsSnip, anu
pelOple ulu realize wuy we were N0T mOre aggressive, more
violent....tnain the viacks ana chicanos. they just realizea
tnat we just hau a wetter ueal, ana vetter Things, anu wvetiver
trnings going On OUTSLUC.eseseseand they realisea This you

Know, just to use it.,

Do you know'of any other schools, while you were going to
school, tnet nau work programs, to, or what 1 mean vy pro-
grams, 18 a program To tune stuent woula go to school half
gay and would work for a half day in the Anglo worlda ana in
tnls way coula learn how To0 work 1n the system? Do you
know ef any schools that nave that kina of thing goingy
1l don‘t think so.
w0 you think 1T woula we userul?

L guess thnis Kinu 0I thing woula reaily aepenua on whnat xinag
0 wOrKk that you are uoing wvecause the work you woula wue
u0lng woula wve usling the system, the woiteman's wOriu Or
system t0 weilier nils people in tue rirsT piLace, L Tnink tnat
suoula we KepT in miuu whaltever jove ne uas ne shoulu wve
Ustug e wulleman's sysTem TO vetver The iniufusS, duu L
THLuK Tuay Ln Thnat. way ne woulun:t XnOw 10w TO Use vie system
for wnat purpose, Tnat purpodse To nelp nis own Or her inuian

peOyle....

w+ ~0 you fina wvhat most wavejo stuuents want to go wacx and

A,

nelp tneir peopies

1 think right uow tne trend is that we want to g0 wack To
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our reservatloNS.sese

what was tne trend vefore?

OH NO. .0

Ana wo you think Tnat 1t 18 jusTeesewell, wnat ao you think
has changed 1n thne pjavajo trena?

wikll, 1 Think 1s the one of tne wasic tnings TuaT Tuis SO
called nHeu POWEI,....e.whlcCn nas, let-s say, has actually
maae tnem prouu to ve indians....2na let-s say, airaia o e
callea a cigar store indian......and 1L tnink actually they
are getting their dignity .ack, they are not the same
commorn indi8N...s.thaet can succeeu 1n tne whiteman's worla
esse¢8S0 wnat, L can go wack to my people ana still help
Them, Ifrom wnat i nave learned.... One thing i1 shoula say
cesssetnat 1n tne past ana generally now speaking, the
inaian students have always ween some.ody or stuaents that
are uone to, not with....and 1 hope whatever this tape
recording 18 going to we usea for, 1 hope 1t coes withn, the
indian stuaents ano not to tne inaian stuaents.

HOwW ao your parents react to your wvelng 1n ned rower?

My mother reali.es somewody eaploiting, lLike 1 S58lUsessses,
1tnuians for one ano my daia realizes this also, and they
really support me for everytning 1 a0, wecause everytning

they wvelieve that everything L do 18 essentially right.
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They raiseu me, and 1 think Tney aca, and 1 give my parents
crealt for tnat, ror getting voth siues of tne story and one
good interesting comment 1 coula make on that 1s tnat in tne
Catholic religion...ana i was vrougnt up in voth siues of the
story, 1 tnink when i1 came wvack out of the service i resliuzed
that my traditional ways of Life was/ more meaningiul to me,
and also had more answers tnan Catholicism and cnristianity..
reLigion....vecause when 1 got out of the service, L aenounceu
my memwvership in the Catholic cnurch, anda so 1 think that that
was one step in the right airections 1 think my motner has.leaq
me, in thne general darection, wut L can never, told me wnat

to do, you ao this ana this...snd 1L toink she really did =
£00d jow 0OIL me.

Good, coula you tell me awout the orientation for the teachers?
At window Kock, the whole orientation took twe asys, well the
first aey, the first morming of the first aay consistea of an
assemwly of the new teachers, everywoay, tne principal, thne
auminiStrators ana the stuuents.....actually watcnea the
stuaents, 2na naa lunch and they divided up intoe their own
schools you know, ana the pricipal spoke to them avout
adminisirative procedures, ana oxay..the secona day in the
MOTIINE. .+ ey nNad, they met with the prospecitive principals,
ana Lrey were shoun whrougn rooms aua checkea out Av equip-
ment ana lookea over the classrooms, and L guess startea

preparing their planning....vo00ks or wnatever and the aifter-



e
.Ao

noon the secona aday another assemuly of aii ihe teachers
vegla auna they saiu, weil we nope you enjoy your stay nere,
STay uere, anu also a Talk .y an insurance-agent, ausd tuat

18 all, I tney wautea tO0 g0 waCK TO Tue CLASSIOOM tHeY Gid..
anu tnat was .iv.

iney aian:T 84y anything acout mavajo culture, nNo. TO...,?
well, tney oalan‘t even toucn 1t, like this 18 very gooa
comment, 1‘m not going to guote the men, his name 1s George
me wLurns, superintenuvent ot .inuow rnock ochool system witn a
salary oI g25, 000 over a four school system which consists
of one thousand, five hundred students... =nd i think hers
overpaid, and at one school woard meeting we talked awuout
initiating or why haa the school not initsited navajo culture
PTOETamsSs s o + 01Q NLS AuSLEer was we aon’t nave quaiifiea indians
te20000KaFe0eoana wuat indians oy qualified inoian what, paper
work thing, just nave tnis Joe ylow nau nis aegree. Tnatis
wnat ne wanteu. Okay, e .rote to, that accrediting associs-
tion here?

southwest? Or 1is that 1t?

NO. wortn Central acreulting associatiom, ana ne sala non-
professional people wlitn no aegrees can teach navajo culture,
Okay he S81Usese we Teturn to answer ana nis ne.t excuse, I
guess you woula say, he 1s very good at this, was8 that ne
aian't Think that mavajo nistory or culture coula 1ill one

semester of wOrK....ano actually, tnat is very untrue, 1
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tnink we nave enough history, culture, religion, our phil-
osopny, languages....to fill a li.rary...ano actually wnat

ne tninks avout tne navajo culture-ena people witn this

racLet atiituce snoulu <e Teaching or auministering tne: funus

for our people or MYy PeoDlesssessses

oy OF TArE
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