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Tape #504

Ray Yazzie

Nava jo

Interviewer - Michael Husband
March 26, 1970

Side 1

Nava jo language

A.
Q.
A.
Q.
A.
Q.

Ao

QO
A.

Fverybody went over there.

Everybody around here get welfare money?

Yese...except me, I have got no where to go. Missionaries can't help me.
They can't?

I don't know what is wrong with them.

They won't help though?

Unless I have got the money to pay them, they maybe will take me over
there. oo o

Oh, you have got to pay them?

Ohesseohe is awful that guy, I don't know, I didn't askeese... I told

him yesterday when he made plan to take me over there, I told him that I had
to work maybe for that over there, I don't know.

Work at the mission?

&ybe‘.'l.

It seys here five different government agencieg, where you can get Mavajosseee
welfare.ces

Assistance.«ese

Yeah, the BIA and you have to go to Crownpoint‘to get that.

They have got big office there.

Yeah. There is one in the state of Arizona, New Mexico, Utah and the

Vava jo Tribal Welfare Program which are, where do you get welfare from
the Yavajo Tribal Welfare Program?



Qo

A.

Q.
A.o
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Right there.....

Crownpoint?

Yeah, Crwonpointees.

That is a Vavajo tribel agency there?

Yeah, they have got a big place there a big office. Wavajo you know, their
girls working there, if you don't understnad English, they help you out
right there.

It says here, that the welfare men come around will take your applieation,
didn't they say that you could fill out an application for welfare?

Down there, Crownpointaese
But you can't do it here and give it to them and they will take it.

Yo, I don't think so cause I have to go over there personally and talk to
them and fill out the papers for me.

Oh you have got to go there in person?

I can tell them over here about my.... you know that I don't have any
money...s.such and such.

Oh, you hzve got to go in persone.e..
Iike to, you know what I meaneses
Vow where do you want to get money, the BIA, the state or doesn't it matter?

Oh, they won't help, the state just from the BIA......we have got an agency
at Crownpoint.

What about the tribal welfare, the tribal money?
Same. e
Same thinge.s? How mich can you get do you know?

I don't know, depends on.... I tell them about what I need in the house so
you know I want a, to buy some you know what I mean.... £00d or....

ILet's go through it now, BIA welfare from the federal goverrnment.

The government is the ones..e



A,

Qe

Q.
A
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Yeah, they will give you assistance if you are out of work, if you can't
find work or if you are in bad health.

Yeah, that is right, it is explained to you right there right?

Ind you are out of work, you can find work, you qualify for that, right?
Yeah.

Vow the state.ecsse

You mean the stateccececess

No, that is the BIA if you are out of work, they will provide the money....
The government.......that is the first time that they did. The year before,
they didn't do that on account of the DVA........ they are the ones that
helped the Navajos.

That is the federal government, now the state has program for needy people....
That is for aged people.

Y-ah OAA, that is 01d Aged Assistance, but you have to be over 65. And you
are not over 657

I'd tell you about the plan of the veterans but you have got to be disabled,
what do they mean Bob by disabled?

Too sick to work, hurte.e.e.

Broken hand?

Yeah, but you are not over 65 are you?

VMo, T am 56 nOW.ees. I have got a long way to g0ececcecess
So you can't get the 0ld age assistance.ec...

Unless I go to the veterans administration and tell them about, I need a
few 100, 200 maybe help me about 1,000.+e00e

So that is one program, old OAA, Old Age Assistance which you don't qualify
for, do you get social security?

Vo, I have got to be 62 before I can get it....

Okay, another program of the state is ADC, and that is Aid to Dependent
Children, but you don't have any children at home?



A,

Q.

A,
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They are all grown, my wife has got children.eesees
So you can't get that? Do you have children of your own?
Mo, I have got one boy, but he is working someplace, he is not here. And

the srme way with this, Bob let me tell you, his wife, her husband died
and this Dorson is suppose to get some money from his boy, I don't knowe...

Oh, your wife's son died.esoe?

Yeah, just about recently, I think BIA can do something about thate...e
Y=g, DVA.... they come around sometimes don't they?

Vo, not to the hogans, just to meetings.....

Meetings? Okay.... So you have got Old Age Assistance that you don't qualify
for and ADC Aid to dependent children which you don't qualify for and the
state also has aid to the blind and you are not blind, nothing wrong with
your eyes and finally there is AD, Aid to the Totally Disabled and you are
not totally disabled? So it doesn't look as though you can qualify for
state welfare. So you have either got to get BIA welfare or Wavajo tribal
welfare and according to the Wavajo Tribe Welfare Program I think you

can get either money or purchase order, in other words, either money or
food, at the trading post.ce..

I don't think that the trading post, there is nothing wrong with that.
Yeah, I don't krow if you can get, yeah, it says if your house is destroyed
you can get help or if you want to build your house or fix it they will
give you building supplies to improve or build your house and that is just
what you want to do over here huh?

Indide.

And then you will move in there?

Yeah, but I need a stoves..s

A stove?

Yeah, a big stove, that is what I need.

Yeah, and that is one of the things that the tribe welfare will give you and
also health expenses.

You mean labor?



Yo, it says, health rehabilitation, which must mean hospital and medicine,
assistance in burial expenses when somebody dies, you know, and surplus food,

Yeah, that surplus food is only in Arizona. In Vew MexicCOeesee

They doing thet, but they change the rules now....some of these days, I
think that they are going to get the stamps.... they approve it.ce..e

But in New Mexico they, the only surplus food that they distribute is on the

Vo, in Arizona they distribute to anybody who needs it, and Indiancesese In
New Mexico, you have to be on the reservation.

Have you ever been told that you can't get welfare?

Yo, unless I am 65, same way with the veterans I think, I never go to
the veterans administration. I think they wrote it for me, I have got
So you have never applied for welfare anywhere?

Vo for welfare, but I think the veterams administration, I don't know, I
don't know what they did with it., And I went to Cuba and one time I saw
a nigger over there, he don't do any good, I tell yoUs...

See you have got to go to the Eastern agency in Crownpoint, BIA, social

| have got some here, you can read them........ | got it from some guy, he went

Q.
but that is only Arizona.
A. You mean food comes from agriculture?
Qe
A.
Qe
reservatione..e.s
A. ArizOm@esecss
Qe
A, Yeah, and we are outsidesecesse
Q. Yeah, so you don't get that..ee..
Q.
A. You mean from the state?
Qe Yes.
A.
it in here somewhere.e....
Q.
A.
Q. Y
services, « oius
A,
EONS Choo | ISEEss e
Q. They are talking about the......
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This is housings....

Oh is that who has got a for your housing?
Oh, no not that one, that one is....

That is still the BIA agency in Crownpoint?

Jack Vatchisieeoeo

Jack Watchisi, he is in charge of housing development?
Yeah, I went to school with this guy.....

Oh really, in Albuquerque?

He's just like white, went up there.... right Bob?

I was going to ask you about the Torreon boarding school over here..... is
it a boarding school?

Yeah.

What grades, I mean, little small children?

Pre.ceessschool.eeesss

Preschool?

Preschool yeah, I think that if they are off today, I think that on the 26th
I think that they are planning to go to, down to some place, I dontt know
where the place is....

They don't have first grade?

I think that they have got itecess

Oh do they?

Yeah,

First and second grades then?

Yeah, from ABC to the irst grade to I don't know how many grades they have,
I really don't know much about it.

How many children go to school there?

I don't know, maybe, say around 50 or 40yyss,



Q.
A.

Do they live there?
Yeah, they have to stay there all the time...e
They have to.

They eat their lunch there, do you know what I mean, they have got the dormi-
tory there,

Can't their parents take them in the morning and pick them up in the eveninge...
VMo, we bring the boys over here last Saturday, Henry's boy and my neice, that is
Bemny's little boy we take hem to the missionary and they take them back

that night, they had to go to church firgt.....

But they have to stay there at night huh?

They have got to stay all the week, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Fridayeeecee
That is BIA school huh?

Yeah, if you want them bad, you go over there personelly, we bring them home
and then we have to bring them back on Sunday nighte....

Are they all white teachers there, do they have any Navajo teachers.....

One day I was over there and I saw a white superintendent and white teachers
and Spanish teachers, I don't know where they were from....

But no Vavajo teacher huh?
Yo. Used to be a Mawvajo teacher, but he is just around there....
How are the teachers, pretty good, do they ever talk to you about them?

I never visit them, they tell us to g0 over there and visit them, see
what is gOing ONeoovooe

They invited you over there?

Anybody can come over there, they told us over there in Cuba too, you want
to go to Cuba, they have a high school, and you have to go to the superin-
tendent and then he let you eat over there in the noon time or....

Really?

That is what I heard.

But the bigger kids they go into Cuba on the bus, don't they?



Q.

A.

Qe
A.

Qe

Q.

Q'
A.

A.

I understand that Crownpoint, they never have a high school, I thought they
had a high school, th t is the way that I heard it like that..... it is pretty
good, that is the way I heard it when I was in the hospital over there. And
this doctor told me that they are going to build a big school, they are

going to build a big hospital at Crownpoint too.

A mew one?

Yeah, T tell you that is pretty good, they need more doctors, dentist and
more nurses.

Are there any Navajo doctors or any Navajo nurses over there in Crownpoint?
No Wavajo, just the nurses, you knowe.....
Just NMavajo nurses.e.e.e

Hopi's or some you know, Laguna and some of those Navajos janitors, make
a gOOd Joboooo.

Yeahssea

There was one guy over there and I said, hey, let us work but that janitor
said that it was pretty good if they would pay him more.c....

They don't pay him a whole lot huh?

How about the time when we were working over here, I worked and I saved my
money he said, I have got children too he said, and usually have a bank
account in Gallup and he said, it is pretty good sometimes to learn about
this dentist, and sometimes with the nurses he said they like that place,
they save their money, they don't drink wine, they buy a car and everything
seessssss. house, you see they take time out of their wages, most of the boys
that T meet they went to good school, graduasted and are in college, they say
that they might be teachers some of these days.

Do you know anybody that goes up to the Vavajo Community College up at Many
Farms?

Noesso maybe Billy can tell you, you know the guy that was talking to us the
other day..csee

Oh, you mean Billyeeeosanss?
Tushis.osss the medicine man.

But do all the kids around here go to school in Cube then, or do some of
them not go to school?

We have a lot of those drop outs....?



Q.
A.

Q.

Drop outs.ee.
They just loaf around, drinking wine and ralsing hell.esses
That young huh?

Ify, I was that age, I would o to school, instead of loafing around
here.....»

How are the schools in Cuba?

They said, that they are good schools, one time they was talking to us, they
had a big school there, high school, they don't like it though, they invite
us over there one time.

Is there any trouble between the Indian children and the Spanish children?

I don't th‘lnk S0eoeee

They get along pretty well?

I don't know, I don't see any niggers over there, colored....

Do the Navajo people get along with the colored people all right?

I don't know some of them but I get along all right with them. When I

was in the army, I get along with colored, Spanish and everybody, some Polish
and Whiteaonoo

Vo trouble huh?

VMo trouble, we go to the same church, but mostly those guys drink but they
don't raise hell, but some of those Japanese it was in our outfit they smart,
boy they don't like to be by them.

So there are a lot of drop outs here huh? What do they do, do they goito work
or do they.sesss.

They just loaf around, loaf around.e...

That's all huh? There is no work around here, huh?

Did I tell you about my brother?

No.

Menuel....s one time his daughter-in-law told him you must go to Crownpoint for
treatment, alcoholic treatment, then he said, he told policeman, about how we

going to take this man over there my father, and he said, oh we have to go to
Crownpoint and talk to the doctor and see what happens and he went to the
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doctor to see and I think that my brother is over age, he might have too
many alcohol in his system. And then the doctor says, we will give you
shots, intravenously you know shot....that is 2llececces

He gieq?

Yeah, that is what the doctor tell him, he said, there is nothing that he
can do it unless he straightens Upeeess.

That is your brother, Manuel Castillo?

Did you see him on the way?

Vo. Does he drink a2 lot still? All the time?
Alcohol, he can't stand up, no good, right?

Is he always drunk?

Yeah, he don't take those he might be about 6 over, if he didn't take
thos@e..s

Did he always drink like that always?

Well he never did, but ever since he.... John Smith took his wife, he kind
of starteesess

Well, is that what happened, we talked to them last timeo.eeee they live
right next to each other up here don't they?

Yeah, but this John Smith he is Peyote man, N0 g00d.escos
Oh he uses Peyote?
Yes, excesSeesses

But he took Permanuel, your brothers wife? Was that here we talked to last
night?

Yeseeoo

ls she married to him now?

Yeah, if Manuel get another wife, he might be alright.... ma.ybe he would
quit, I don't know.... He always drink, drink, drink, that is the way with
some of the Spanish people..... how about colored?

I doh't know. Getting back to the boarding schools, prethy good reports?.
Does the parents seem to like it all right?
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Yesh, and some of them are getting and A, B, C, Henry have got all those
boys, they bring a report and we look intoe...e

How many boys does your brother Henry have?

Two, one is going to school in Crownpoint.

Iives there huh? And the little one goes here?

Yeah, the younger boy goes there too, Fidel.....

Who is Benny?

Bermy is my niece's husband. Benny we called him Castro.
Benmny Castro.....

Toledo, and I don't know why he puts Castro in there.....

Bermy Toledo? Does Henry's little boy come home from the Torreon boarding
school on weekends?

Yeah, he comes in with those Jemez boys and he stays up here.
And he stays up here?

Yeah, one day. I think that Bermy and his wife are working in Albuquerque,
you know that Japanese, nursery, what do they call itee...?

Oh, that is where they work, at the nursery? Do they sell trees?
Yeah, Japanese.
So these little kids are in school then all week?

Yeah, there are lot of them, they have dormitories they stay in there, real
good place to sleep.

Good food?

Yeah, and they got shower, almost everyday and there is always somebody taking
care of them,

Do they give them clothes over there?
I think so.

Do they?
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T was talking to a guy over there and he said we are going to give them
clothes in January he says. They might have, because he wears good
clotheSesscoe

The govermment buys the clothes for them?

Yeah, well in Cuba the govermnment pays for them.

Well do they go to the mission at all to church, these kids at the boarding
school?

Missionaries have to go to visit them. At the Torreon Day School.

Does each missionary go there?

Yes, every Sunday..eess

They have Sunday School there at the school?

Yo, they just go overthere for classes.

Talk to them?

Yeahesoess

You have to pay the missionaries to take you to Crownpoint?

Yeah.sss

Do they tell you that?

Yo, they told me I have to work around, I told them to take me over there
and come back right away, it don't take long to get there, if you start
€arlYeassnce

Nossss how far is it?

1‘hey are building the pavement from here to the ridge....

Paving it huh?

Yeah some Mexicans are working on it. You know a lot of guys go to Crownpoint,

they come back right away, all you do is just go in the office ande.s..s
Then you make an applicationsseeess

And come out and there you are and if you start early, then you come back
in no time....

But they won't just take you huh?
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Q.
A.
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I try and talk to her in there but one time they took me to Crownpoint, it
was snowing, oh it was snowing that day, and I work for one day PAY UPsssss

You work for the missionaries, doing what?
Rakingeeoes

Raking the grass?

Raking rocks and everything... no good right?

That is the work huh?

END OF TAPE
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